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out this diabolical murder during High Mass of the two
young men whose hospitality they were enjoying was that
of the elevation of the Host; "this moment," says an his-
torian of the time, "being chosen both by reason of the im-
possibility of mistaking it, and also on account of the bend-
ing attitude of worship which it is the habit of every one
in the church to assume at that solemn moment in the serv-
ice." It was this which had caused the mercenary soldier,
Montesecco, to draw back from the plot, he being "ap-
palled, ruffian as he was, at the blasphemy of choosing such
a moment for so great a crime." And this was the actual
cause of the failure of the plot; for his part had been that
of murdering Lorenzo, and the two priests substituted in his
place being unused to arms bungled in their work, where
those told off to do the same for Giuliano (Bernardo Ban-
dim and Francesco dej Pazzi) succeeded only too well.

In the crowded cathedral the brothers were, according to
the plan, separated. At the fatal moment Giuliano, unarmed,
was standing at the northern side of the choir,33 not far from
the door leading to the Via de? Servi, while Lorenzo was stand-
ing at the south side of the choir. Giuliano, furiously attacked
by Bernardo Bandini and Francesco de} Pazzi, fell dead at
once where he stood, his body being stabbed again and again
as it lay on the ground until it had nineteen wounds.39 At
the same time Maffei and Stefano attacked Lorenzo, but
being less prompt than Bandmi only succeeded in giving
him a wound on the neck. Lorenzo, with much presence of
mind, immediately threw off his cloak, wrapped it round his
left arm as a shield, and drawing his sword beat off his as-
sailants. He then leaped over the low rail which encircled
the choir, and running across in front of the high altar took
refuge in the sacristy. Bandini, having slain Giuliano, rushed
towards the sacristy to attack Lorenzo, killing on the way
with one blow Francesco Nori, a devoted adherent of the
Medici, who interposed to prevent him from reaching Lo-
renzo. Politian, who with one or two others of his friends